
LIUNA Endorses Joe Biden for President 
Washington, D.C. (September 7, 2020) – Terry O’Sullivan, General President of LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of 
North America – made the following statement today: 
 
After discussions with our leaders and members, the General Executive Board of the Laborers’ International Union of North 
America (LIUNA) unanimously, enthusiastically, and proudly endorses Vice President Joe Biden and Senator Kamala Harris for 
President and Vice President of the United States of America. As we celebrate Labor Day 2020, and remember the strife and 
struggle of those who came before us, Joe Biden and Kamala Harris stand out as the blue-collar candidates. 
 

Vice President Biden never forgets where he came from; never forgets the value of hard work and those who do it; and never 
forgets that the greatest asset of our country are its working men and women. During these challenging times, our nation des-
perately needs the steady hand and strong, inclusive leadership that Joe Biden will provide. As we face a once-in-a-lifetime 
pandemic, the worst economic downturn in decades, and widespread social unrest, Joe will bring all Americans together to 
solve these problems and move forward as one united republic, with liberty and justice for all. 
 

Joe Biden is one of us; he knows, first hand, the trials and tribulations faced by working men and women across this country. 
For more than 40 years, he has been a strong and steadfast working-class warrior who knows that we can never back up, nev-
er back down, never retreat, and never surrender in the ongoing battle for labor rights, civil rights, and human rights. As both a 
Senator and Vice President, he has been there with us, and for us, time and time again. He is a true friend of both LIUNA and 
the entire Trade Union Movement, and we know that as President, he will see every issue that crosses his desk, and every de-
cision he must make, through the eyes of working families. 
 

Senator Kamala Harris is the proud child of decent, hard-working immigrants 
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who, like so many of our ancestors, came to this great land to build a better life for themselves and their children. Throughout 
her career as an elected official in California, and as a United States Senator, she has stood shoulder-to-shoulder with working 
people and the unions that represent them. We know that she will make a great Vice President, and she will help Joe advance 
a truly pro-labor, pro-union, and pro-worker agenda. 
 

This election is nothing less than a battle for the soul of our nation and the future of the trade union movement. As President, 
Joe Biden will lead our great country out of the darkness of the pandemic, rebuild and restore our economy, and pursue our 
highest ideals and aspirations. We can count on him to stand with us on issues of critical importance to LIUNA members and 
their families, including infrastructure investment, prevailing wages and collective bargaining, pension and immigration re-
form, protecting federal and public sector workers, strengthening the U.S. Postal Service, and a comprehensive energy policy. 
 

Over the crucial next few months, the 500,000 strong, proud, and united men and women of LIUNA will be on the front lines 
relentlessly working to elect Joe Biden and Kamala Harris, and leading the way to fulfill their mantra of “Build Back Better.” 

###  

Get ready  
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NOV. 3 
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KENTUCKY LECET 
ROBERT AKIN, DIRECTOR 

Once on a warm summer day a 
group of 8 people were fishing 
on a boat. As the waves began 

to grow, they all put on life jackets to protect them from 
drowning if they fell overboard. All except 2. They said 
there is no danger and we are great swimmers on our 
own, you all are not very smart and laughed and teased 
the remaining 6 for being safe.  
 

Pretty soon the boat became swamped and capsized 
throwing everyone into the waves. The 6 with life vests 
were able to cling to the boat and float hoping for res-
cue. The two great swimmers without vest were pulled 
away from the boat by the waves and soon began to 
weaken against the waves. They began to call for help 
and plead for the other 6 to save them. The group of six 
said they chose their fate, do not risk yourself for them 
we will be fine.  
 

One person could not ignore their screams and left the 
boat and group to try to save those who put themselves 
and the whole group at risk. As he swam with great ef-
fort to each man, they tried to pull him under with them 
in their panic. After several attempts he became ex-
hausted and thought if he gave his life jacket to one 
man he could swim to the other and bring him to the 
boat. He removed his life jacket and passed it to the 
first man who was in a great panic and turned and 
swam to the other man. The first man was in such a 
panic that he could not put on the life jacket and slid 
beneath the waves to die. As he approached the sec-
ond man he reached out to him and was grabbed in a 
death grip and the life saver and the man he was trying 
to save both went under as he was too exhausted from 
trying to save him to fight back and now 3 are dead.  
 

The remaining 5 people were horrified into action and 
soon righted the boat as a group, one person got in and 
bailed out the water then one by one they saved each 
other into the boat and made it to shore minus their 3 
comrades.  The moral of the story is when you ignore a 
clear and present danger you risk your own life. When 
you do this, you risk the good and the innocent who 
want you to survive and will fight for you to survive. But 
when you prepare and stick together you can overcome 
life’s storms, and all can survive. 
 

We are in a storm today led by Donald Trump, support-
ed by Mitch McConnell, Andy Barr and as of late Matt 
Bevin. When you vote for these people you fail, and you 
drag everyone else who is a Trade Unionist down with 
you. You get your pension broke at the Federal Level, 

repel of Davis-Bacon, Union Busting at the Post Office, 
by the way where our Brothers and Sisters in LIUNA 
from the Mail Handlers work hard every day. You get 
your taxes raised by loosing your deductions for mile-
age, Union Dues and Home Mortgage Deductions. The 
tax Bill the President passed phase out many of the 
Deductions that you now enjoy. The Republican’s Strat-
egy is to deny people’s rights to vote, play on your prej-
udices and fears and split us up. Vote what is best for 
your wallet, lobby your issues. Joe Biden is a Working-
Class man. His roots are in the Mountains of Eastern 
Pennsylvania in Coal Country. We support Republicans 
who support you. But when you vote for those who we 
fight in Frankfort and Washington every day to help you 
and your family you are taking the whole boat down 
with you. Please think about facts not Fox when you 
vote. 

The Drowning Men and the Life Saver 
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Statewide Amy McGrath  
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CD 6 Josh Hicks  

   

STATE HOUSE  

HD 03 Corbin Snardon McCracken (Part) 

HD 06 Al Cunningham Lyon, Marshall, McCracken (Part) 

HD 08 Pam Dossett Christian (Part), Trigg (Part) 

HD 10 Dean Schamore Breckinridge, Hancock, Hardin (Part) 

HD 11 Rob Wiederstein Daviess (Part), Henderson (Part) 

HD 13 Jim Glenn Daviess (Part) 

HD 15 Crystal Chappell Hopkins (Part), Muhlenberg 

HD 22 David Young Allen, Simpson, Warren (Part) 

HD 27 Brian Chism Hardin (Part), Meade 

HD 29 Suzanne Kugler Jefferson (Part) 

HD 33 Margaret Plattner Jefferson (Part), Oldham (Part) 

HD 39 Carolyn Dupont Fayette (Part), Jessamine (Part) 

HD 45 Shirley Flynn Mitchell Fayette (Part 

HD 47 Jack Couch Carroll, Gallatin, Henry, Trimble 

HD 48 Maria Sorolis Jefferson (Part), Oldham (Part) 

HD 49 Jonathan Cacciatore Bullitt (Part) 

HD 56 Lamar Allen Fayette (Part), Franklin (Part), Woodford 

HD 70 Craig Miller Bracken, Fleming, Mason, Robertson 

HD 81 Mike Eaves Madison (Part) 

HD 88 Cherlynn Stevenson Fayette (Part) 

HD 91 Paula Clemons-Combs Breathitt, Estill, Lee, Madison (Part), Owsley 

HD 92 John Blanton Knott, Magoffin, Pike (Part) 

HD 93 Rod Varney Martin, Pike (Part) 

HD 95 Ashley Tackett Laferty Floyd, Pike (Part) 

HD 96 Kathy Hinkle Carter, Lawrence 

HD 99 Bill Redwine Elliott, Lewis, Rowan 

   

STATE SENATE  

SD 07 Joe Graviss Anderson, Franklin, Gallatin, Owen, Woodford 

SD 17  Jason Stroude Grant, Kenton (Part), Scott 

SD 23 Ryan Olexia Kenton (Part) 

SD 31 Glenn Martin Hammond Elliott, Lawrence, Martin, Morgan, Pike 



NOVEMBER 3 GENERAL ELECTION PLAN HIGHLIGHTS 

In the weeks ahead, the Governor, Secretary of State, State Board of Elections and local election officials will 

educate Kentuckians on the General Election plan.  

 

Details of the plan include:  

Absentee ballot by mail 

 Kentuckians concerned with contracting or spreading COVID-19 can request a ballot by mail. 

 An online portal will launch within the week to allow Kentuckians to request a ballot by mail. Ballots can be 

requested through the portal through Oct. 9, and through traditional means after. 

 Mail ballots must be postmarked by Election Day, Nov. 3, and received by Nov. 6. 

 Drop boxes will be available for Kentuckians to return their mail ballots if they are concerned about postal 

delays. County clerks will determine these locations. 

 

Early voting 

 Beginning Oct. 13, three weeks before the election, every work day between Oct. 13 and Election Day, and 

every Saturday for at least four hours, every county clerk will provide a location for safe in-person voting. 

 Early voting is not absentee voting – anyone can vote early for any reason. 

 

Election Day voting 

 County election officials will decide election sites on Election Day. The State Board of Elections, Secretary 

of State and Governor will approve each plan. 

 Every county will have at least one voting super-center, where everyone from the county can go to vote, 

regardless of his or her precinct. 

 

Voter identification 

 Kentuckians who were unable to get a driver’s licenses 

or photo ID due to the pandemic because their clerk’s office 

was closed, or because they were afraid of exposing them-

selves to COVID-19, can sign a document explaining this 

concern and cast their ballot. 

 

Absentee ballot request deadline:   October 9, 2020 

Early voting begins:                         October 13, 2020 

General Election Date:                    November 3, 2020 







 

LOCAL 189 ENDORSED CANDIDATES 

 

Susan Lamb 

Urban County Council - 4th District 

 

Liz Sheehan 

Urban County Council - 5th District 

 

Preston Worley 

Urban County Council - 7th District 

 

Christian Motley 

Urban County Council - 8th District 

 

Christy Allison Morris 

Fayette County Board of Education - Division 1 

 

Amy Beasley 

Fayette County Board of Education - Division 5 

 

Unfortunately, Local 189 has lost a very valuable 
Member. Mr. Fred Cottongim has been a Member 
of Local 189 since 03/31/1967. His book number 
was #396, which can tell you how long he has 
been in the Laborers since most of our numbers 
are 7 or more digits. He spent his life dedicated to 
the Laborers and particularly Local 189. People 
like Freddie paved the way for us to be able to 
have the benefits and wages that our Laborers 
currently receive. His hard work and determination 
to make our trade successful can not ever be 
questioned and his passing is truly a great loss for 
all of us. Please take a moment to pay respect to 
this wonderful man. Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to his family.  

 

In Memory of 
 

 





JOINT APPRENTICESHIP AND 
TRAINING TRUST FUND 

ED WILLOUGHBY, ADMINISTRATOR 

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 

Mild to severe respiratory illness with symptoms that 

include: 

Fever or chills 

Cough 

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

Fatigue 

Muscle or body aches 

Headache 

Loss of smell or taste 

Sore throat 

Congestion or runny nose 

Nausea or vomiting 

Diarrhea 

These signs and symptoms can appear between 2-14 

days after exposure. If you experience these symptoms 

while working, alert your supervisor immediately, leave 

work and contact your healthcare provider. Emergency 

warning signs and symptoms include trouble breathing, 

persistent pain in the chest, confusion or sluggishness 

and bluish lips or face. 

How to Protect Yourself and Others 

 Wash your hands often 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth 

 Use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol 

 Avoid close contact - 6 feet between yourself and others 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a mask when around 

others 

 Cover coughs and sneezes 

 Clean and disinfect 

ONLINE INFECTIOUS DISEASE COURSE 

Please visit kltf.org for the updated Infectious Disease 

Course.  This course includes COVID-19 related content. 

Participants who complete the online course successfully 

will receive a certificate and six hours of training.  Please 

forward your certificate to the Training Center to be added 

to your training transcript. 

Contact the Training Center if you have any questions at 

502-839-3155 

Flu Season Is Here, so Get Your Flu Shot 
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, reducing the 

spread of respiratory illnesses, like flu, this fall and win-

ter is more important than ever. The CDC recommends 

getting a flu vaccination in September or October but 

getting vaccinated anytime during the flu season can 

help protect you. 

Contact your Local Union and let your Business Manager know of any training classes that you need. 



The employees  of the Kentucky Laborers District Council Health and Welfare Fund are 
keeping our Laborers and their families in our thoughts and prayers during this unprece-

dented time of crisis. We hope that all of you are staying safe and healthy. Please  know that we are always happy 
to assist you with any problems or questions you may have regarding your benefits and eligibility  with the Fund.   
 
As a reminder, the following benefits are provided by the Fund for Eligible Participants and their Eligible Depend-
ents and may be of service to you during this time: 
 
 
  1. TELEMEDICINE 

 Using Anthem’s LiveHealth Online, an Eligible Participant or his Eligible Dependent can have  a video 
visit with a doctor in minutes, 24/7, using a smartphone, tablet or computer.  The services provided through 
LiveHealth Online are medical visits as well as psychological visits.  If you and your dependent are eligible for 
coverage at the time of the LiveHealth Online visit, you will not be charged for that visit.  The Fund will cover 
the cost at 100%.  If you are not eligible for coverage at the time of the visit, you can still use LiveHealth 
Online but you will be responsible for payment for the visit.   Here are a  list of the services provided and the 
associated fees: 

 

 

Note:  This does not include Retirees on Medicare who are covered under Retiree Plan B or Retiree Plan H, 
as Medicare is primary and telemedicine claims must be filed with Medicare first. 

 

 2. COVID-19 COVERAGE UNDER THE PLAN  

A.  Effective for claims incurred March 18, 2020 and after, the following services will be covered at 100%, not 
subject to the Major Medical Deductible or Coinsurance, for Eligible Active Partici pants and their Eligible 
Dependents and for Eligible Retirees on Retiree Plan B and Retiree Plan H: 

 

ANTHEM ONLINE  
HEALTH SERVICES: 

MEDICAL 
SERVICE 

FEE   PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES FEE 

Medical and Psychological Services Medical Visit $59.00   Session with Psychologist $95.00 

Listed Here are Payable at 100%       Session with Social Worker / Therapist $80.00 

for Eligible Participants       Initial Visit with Psychiatry $175.00 

        Follow Up Visit with Psychiatry $75.00 

MAJOR MEDICAL BENEFITS AMOUNT BENEFIT INFORMATION 

Diagnostic Testing for COVID-19 
 

 

Visits Related to Diagnosis of COVID-19 

(including items & services furnished 

during visit) 

100% 
 

100% 

Plan covers diagnostic testing for COVID-19 at 100%, not subject to the Major 

Medical Deductible or Coinsurance. 

Plan covers PPO and Non-PPO Physician Office visits (including telehealth visits), 

Urgent Care Center visits or Emergency Room Visits related to diagnosis of 

COVID-19 at 100%, not subject to Major Medical Deductible or Coinsurance. 

HEALTH AND WELFARE FUND 
DANA CROUCH, ADMINISTRATOR 



 

     B. Effective March 18, 2020,  the Plan was amended to remove the 7-day waiting period for disability  
 due to sickness for Active Participants who have a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19.  The weekly  
 benefit will be paid to  Eligible Active Participants beginning on the first (1st) day for any continuous  
 period of disability due to a Sickness from a physician-ordered quarantine related to COVID-19, up  
 to a maximum of thirteen (13) weeks for any (1) period of disability. The Physician’s order must   
 specify the length of any applicable quarantine. 

If you have any questions regarding the information in this article or need assistance regarding your benefits and 

eligibility, please contact the Fund.  The toll-free number is 1 (800) 598-7330.   

The Health Plan:  

 Provides free aids and services to people with disabilities to communicate effectively with us, such as:  Qualified sign language interpreters 
and  Written information in other  formats (large print, audio, accessible electronic formats, other formats),  and  Provides free language ser-

vices to people whose primary language is not English, such as:   Qualified interpreters and  Information written in other languages 

 



 

The  Kentucky Laborer is the official Publication 

of the KY Laborers’ District Council.  The Tri-

Funds are:  The KY Laborers’ Health & Welfare 

Fund, KY Laborers’ Joint Apprenticeship & 

Training Fund and Kentucky LECET. 
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1994 By Pass South, Lawrenceburg, KY 40342 

Ph: (502) 839-8280    Fax: (502) 839-5418  

 

KY Laborers’ Health & Welfare Fund 
Dana Crouch, Administrator 

1996 By Pass South, Lawrenceburg, KY 40342 

Ph: (502) 839-8166 Fax: (502) 839-3558 

www.klhwf.com 

 
      

KY Laborers’ Training Fund     
Ed Willoughby, Administrator 

2000 By Pass  South, Lawrenceburg, KY 40342 
Ph: (502) 839-3155 Fax: (502) 839-8121 
www.kltf.com 

 

KY LECET  
Robert Akin, Director  

1998 By Pass South, Lawrenceburg, KY 40342  

Ph:  (502) 839-1252 Fax: (502) 839-5552  

www.kentuckylecet.com   

Cornelius Cotton, Sr., Local 576 President/

Business Manager, pictured with 

Amy McGrath for U.S. Senate 

https://www.klhwf.com/


The LHSFNA focuses on issues of concern to LIUNA members and their signatory employers as well as LIUNA's District 

Councils, Local Unions and health and welfare funds.  
 

Our monthly online magazine, Lifelines, features a wide range of articles covering worker wellness and occupational 

safety and health. The Fund's biweekly Health Care & Insurance News Bulletin shares important news related to health 

care coverage and costs in the U.S.   

Subscribe to Email Updates  

from the LHSFNA at www.lhsfna.org 
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